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HUGH ROBERTS, OF MERION: 
HIS JOUENAL AND A LETTEE TO WILLIAM PENN. 

[We are indebted to the courtesy of Miss Meta Vaux for " A brief 
Journal of Hugh Eoberts' travels from Pennsylvania to England & 
Wales," and to Thomas Stewardson, Esq., for the letter to William 
Penn. The numerous cancellations and interlineations in the original, 
the initials instead of the full name in the signature, and the absence 
of a date would seem to indicate that it is the first draft of the letter. 

Hugh Eoberts, one of the most useful associates of Penn in his new 
settlement, was " born and bred" at Penllyn, as the Journal' states, came 
to Pennsylvania in 1682, and died and was buried at Merion, 18th of 
Sixth mo., 1702.— Ed. Penna. Mag.] 

A BRIEF JOURNAL OF HUGH ROBERTS' TRAVELS FROM PENN- 
SYLVANIA TO ENGLAND & WALES. 

In the year 1697, the 15th of y e 12£ I set out from home 
to visit Friends in England & Wales ; Samuel Carpenter & 
John Ascue accompanying me to Maryland, viz. to Susque- 
hana & From thence to West River, to Mordecai Moore, to 
New London & Back again to the said Mordecai Moore. 
From thence to Samuel Galoway — From thence to Rich- 
ard Harrisons — From thence to Herring Creek to a Burial 
where we had a Meeting. From thence to Potuxen to David 
Rawlins where we had a precious Meeting at their Meeting 
House 1 Here I parted w th my Dear Friend Samuel Car- 

1 Letter dated "Potuxen the 28th of y" 12" 1 mo 1696/7." 
Dear Children . . . 

Sixthly I desire of you to take the advise of them I left Guardians 
over you (in every thing you do) within and without & that you do 
nothing without their council who are Eobt. Owen, John Eoberts 
Cadwalader Morgan & Eobert Jones, who I know will be ready to give 
you the best advise, who love the truth, love you and whom I chose of 
all my friends in whom is my trust ... Be tender and loving towards 
your grandmother who hath not been short in takeing care for you and 
be it that you can do anything for her do it willingly, for it is your 
duty . . . Hugh Eoberts. 
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penter. From thence Friends sent a man & a couple of 
Horses to set me over Potuxon & so to Potomock, to one 
Widdow Blackstone who was no Friend where I have been 
very kindly Entertained for two days and two nights wait- 
ing for a Conveniency to pass over that Great River, being 
six miles broad. After they set me over refusing to take 
anything for their trouble I laid there The people being 
very kind, but could not hire me a horse to go to ye next 
River Rapahanock, so I went thro ye woods alone & came 
to one Capt. Taylor, who was very kind to me, not only in 
giving me good meat & Drink, But also setting me over y 8 
river, three miles broad, where I stay'd that night y" people 
being kind. Next morning ye man in whose house I lodged 
put me on my way, and Directed me to one that would hire 
a horse, and so he did & came w th me about 14 miles. From 
thence I went afoot that night about 6 miles To a friend 
George Willson, a place where I had been before : and here 
I had a very open Meeting amongst ye people of ye world. 
From thence I went to New Kent where there is a meeting 
of Friends. Next day there was a Monthly Meeting at 
Curies at James River, to which I went along w th Friends. 
And here I had a good service, afterwards going back again 
to New Kent I there met dear James Dickinson & w th him 
went back to Curies where we had a good meeting and 
after meeting we returned to New Kent that night. I had 
one Meeting there before I met them, and one w th them. 
So we parted, they going to Mataponij from whence I 
came. 

And I went to Edward Thomas at James River. Charles 
Fleming coming along w' h me. Next day we went from 
thence to a Quarterly Meeting at Tenbigh where we had a 
blessed meeting, & after meeting that same day we came to 
Alexander Llyivelyn. We traveled that same day 46 miles 
besides keeping ye Meeting, & it was not hard for us to do 
it because of ye Melting love & power of God was set over 
all. From thence we went to Edward Thomas again, where 
James Dickinson & J. H's & we appointed a Meeting to 
meet again w ch was very good, we appointed another at 
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Alexander Llywelyns w oh also was a precious Meeting. Here 
I parted with them they going toward ye ship & I over 
James River to Walter Bartlets & so to Sevenech, where I 
had a good meeting at the Meeting house. Thence I went 
back again to Henry Wiges, to a meeting of "William 
Cooks & back to Henry Wiges, where I had a sweet oppor- 
tunity amongst them. From thence to Richard Ratliff, 
where I had a good open meeting, so to Daniel Sanburn & 
to John Coopland. From thence to ye meeting at Chucka- 
tuck, where I had a good & large meeting, so back again to 
J. C & R. R, where I had another open good meeting; 
thence to Chuckatuck again, where there was abundance of 
Friends & others. Met at their Meeting house, a good & 
blessed meeting we had. From thence to William Scot at 
Brance, where I had a great & open good meeting. From 
thence to Leven Buffstins where I had a precious Meeting 
at which there were many Friends & many, of the World's 
people. From thence I went to a meeting at Elizabeth Gal- 
lowell's w ch was a good meeting, from thence to John Coop- 
land & to Daniel Sanburn & back again to J. C. where I 
met James Dickinson & Jacob F. again. From thence we 
went to a Meeting at Elizabeth Hollowell, a very good meet- 
ing. From thence to John Coopland & to Daniel Sanburn, 
& back again to a Meeting at Eliz : Hollowell where we had 
a precious Meeting. From thence on board y e ship, which 
was to ye mouth of James River, where ye Fleet mett, we 
stayed on board 15 days before we sailed & had several meet- 
ings from ship to ship to ye great comfort & Satisfaction of 
our Souls, & upon ye 7 th day of ye 3d month we sailed out 
of ye Capes of Virginia. Many brave and precious meet- 
ings we had aboard. 

Upon ye 14 th day of the 4 th Month we struck ground at 
85 fathom watter and on ye 17 th Day we saw ye Land old 
England, in ye 22* of ye said month we arrived at Plymouth ; 
and had there a meeting next day & a precious meeting it 
was, to ye great comfort of many. From thence we passed 
to Exiter & from thence to Topfham where we had a meet- 
ing; from thence I went to Exiter again & thence to a 
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Quarterly Meeting at Colomton, It being upon the first 
day where I have had a blessed meeting, & tho' I never had 
seen any of ye faces that were there, nor they mine, yet 
were we made very near and dear one to another. That 
night James & Jacob came to me, so we went on to Turston, 
& so to John Kancks, where we were received w th much 
love. From thence we passed to Bristol, where we have 
had a precious meeting the power of ye Lord being over all. 
Here we met our dear friend "William Penn & were not a 
little glad to see one another. We stayed but one meeting 
tho' Friends were very unwilling we should go so soon, 
yet we all parted James went homewards ; Jacob towards 
London, and I passed to Monmouthshire in Wales. The 
weight of my service drawing me mostly that way. So I 
passed over to Panlymoyl, where there was a great meeting 
& I had a good service for ye Lord ; From thence I went 
to Pant where I had a very open meeting, From thence to 
a Quarterly Meeting at John Meirick's where I had a good 
service; From thence to Castletown where there was a 
great tenderness & brokeness amongst Friends & ye World's 
people & some presbiterians, one of them being convinced. 
From thence I went to Cardiff* within a mile of ye Town, & , 
thence to Frefrug where John Bevan liveth, & glad we were 
to meet one another. There away I had several good meet- 
ings; From thence I passed to Swansey a great town in 
Wales. Here I had a hard meeting, many of them having 
made a profession of truth for many years, but did not pos- 
sess it as they ought. From thence I went to Pembrook- 
shire to Rediston & had a very precious meeting there. 
From thence I went to Haverford west, where I had several 
blessed meetings, to ye great comfort & satisfaction of 
Friends. From thence I went to Naish where I had a meet- 
ing ; From thence to Rediston again where I had a very 
good meeting at James Lewis's & from thence to Lackarn 
where I had a little meeting. From thence^ I passed to 
Carmarthin another great town, where I had a good ser- 
vice amongst ye World's people, being but few Friends 
here. From thence I went to Owen Bowen & from thence 
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to James Preece's to ye meeting at City Boom & back 
again ; here I had a good meeting. From thence to Hwg- 
fan, where I had a good sweet meeting; thus far John 
Bevan accompanied me, from his own being & so returned 
home. From thence I went to Radnershire to Lanole, where 
I had a little meeting, so I passed to Roger Hughes, where 
I had a good open meeting, so I went to Lanthdu where 
I met many Friends & abundance of ye World's people. 
So to Edward Jones where we had a little meeting From 
thence to David Powel's where there was a great meeting. 
From thence I passed to Thomas Goodin's where I had a 
blessed meeting, from thence I went to Muchunlleh where I 
had a meeting amongst ye World's people, who at first were 
very rude, especially ye young ones. But after a while they 
were like other people, very attentive & modest, & many of 
them tender & broken so that Truth went over them all. 
This was in side of North Wales. From this place I re- 
turned back to Cardiganshire w oh is upon ye seaside in South 
Wales at a town called Aberystreyth I had a great meet- 
ing mostly of World's people. From this place I passed 
towards North Wales again & came to Merionethshire 
to Lwyndu where I had a good meeting, from thence to 
Lewis Owen near Dollegelley where I had a very good 
tender meeting. To the great comfort & edification of 
Friends. From this place I went to Balaa & Penllyn where 
I was born & bred. It was upon ye 6th day of ye week, so 
notice was given for a meeting to be at Cittalgarth ye First 
day & w th all I desired Friends to give notice to as many of 
my old acquaintance & relations as they could, that I did 
not intend to stay there but that day & so to go on my way. 
I knew abundance would be willing to see me & I was more 
desirous to see them at a meeting than any other place, for 
I had some secret hope that some of them would be reached, 
& so it was. Abundance of people came to ye meeting, 
there had been great meetings formerly, but never so many 
together before. After this meeting I went away as I said 
but they thought when they heard of it that I would come 
no more, but I did not intend it, I did it purposely to get 
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them together that I might clear myself of my service. So 
I passed to Montgomeryshire to Lanwoddun where I had a 
good service ; so to Dolobran where I received abundance of 
love from Charles Lloyd, his wife and friends ; here I had a 
precious meeting, went on to Cloddiccochion, where I like- 
wise had a good meeting. Hence I returned to Charles 
Lloyd, & so to Penllyn again, where I had a meeting at 
Robert Voghan's, which was bigger than that I had before. 
There was neither house nor barn that could contain the 
people, so that we were forced to keep several meetings out 
of doors. From thence I went to Denbyshire & meeting at 
Demightown & came back to Penllyn where I had a meet- 
ing Lwyn y branez, ye meeting house being too little we 
went to a great house that was hard by, but this was like- 
wise too little by a great deal. A glorious meeting it was. 
I left Penllyn & went to Denbyshire & "Wrecsam where I 
had a good meeting, from thence to John Merricks, so to 
Newtown — here I had a good open meeting & met old Isaac 
Asten, who accompanied me to Vock Savage, to Peter 
Prickles house, from thence to Feanly meeting where I had 
a great meeting. From thence went to Tho" Williamsons at 
Crawton, from thence to tareploy to Samuel Traffbrd, from 
thence to a meeting at Gilbert Woolsons. From thence 
to Middlewitch and after to Congtergen where I found a 
good meeting, & lodged at Tho 8 Welch. From thence to 
John Melor & so to a meeting at Lecke where I saw my 
dear & ancient friend John ab John. From thence I passed 
to Maxfield to John Hughes and thence to the meeting 
house near Whansley, where I had a good meeting and 
met Benjamin Banks. So I passed into Manchester where 
I had a meeting, & so to Warrington & to ye meeting at 
Lanckey w oh was very large and precious. From thence I 
went to Wrecsam & so to Penllyn, where I had another 
heavenly meeting — it was as large or larger than any before. 
From thence I went to Dolgelle to a Quarterly meeting 
where I met many friends from many places, and back 
again to Penllyn. I passed then to Montgomeryshire to a 
Quarterly Meeting held at Charles Lloyd's, where I had a 
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good meeting & back again to Penllyn to a meeting at 
Robert Voughans. At this meeting I was to take my leave 
of ye people as I thought of who came there in abundance, 
so that after we began ye meeting at ye house, which was 
one of the greatest in ye country, it could not contain one- 
half of ye people, so we kept it out of doors & a blessed 
meeting it was — there were people from seven parishes. I 
appointed another meeting at Cilltalgarth to take leave of 
friends, and the day following at Robert Voughans, which 
I thought then should be ye last meeting in Penllyn, Prom 
thence I went to ye monthly meeting at Lewis Owen's, where 
we had a parting meeting, in which there was great tender- 
ness, & love to truth & one to another. 



A LETTER FROM HUGH ROBERTS TO WILLIAM PENN. 

My dear fprd W. P. 

I am greatly trubled with many more that thee hast lost 
the government of this cuntry, I can truley say it is a great 
disappointment unto us, (I mean y e Welch) for I can truley 
say that many of us had never cam here, but becaus of the 
love & unity & confidence we had in thee, not questioning 
but the Lord god had an eminent hand in ordering thee this 
cuntry, & yet I doe not question but it was so, though som 
may now thinke otherwise dear ffrd we have wanted thee 
here very much, for great hath been the truble & exersise of 
many of us, upon the acount of the devision & separation 
that hath hapned amongst us which was jefley ocationed by 
G. K: well Let me & others writ unto thee w? we will, I 
think thee canst hardly belive that he is gon as bad as he is 
I need not mention many of his actions, for I do belive thee 
hast heard a great-el alredy, but this I can truley afirm thee 
(whether thee willt belive soe or no) that I never so a man 
(under any profesion) in mor pasion & bitternes of spirit and 
mor redy to carp & to discover the weakness of ffrds, than 
he is & not onely so but he will endevour to put many 
things to frds charg, when they are very clear, & truley at 
first this gave me good satisfaction that he was not gided by 
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the spryt of the Lord. I heard him in a meeting of sevrall 
hundred of ffrds & others, calling ffrds blood thyrsty hounts 
and that I belive ten times over & that in great rage & pasion, 
& not only so but with abundance of such bad language, 
which I am loath to mention here to truble thee withall, this 
I am trubled at so here that thee canst hardly belive us thy 
frds about this unruly man and som others that is joyned 
with him, and that thee shouldest writ something of an in- 
coragement to him to goe one in his prinsiples & plattonic 
beysdydy, which certainly did strengthen his hands, at this 
I say I was not litle concernd, for he doth bouldly report 
that thee art for him & against frds with this thing he 
prswaded many to have beter thoughts of him, but I hop 
beter things of thee as I ever did but this I doe afirme thee 
that he is gon out of the bounds of truth & that he is becom 
a great adversary to ffrds, and it is my belief that he is & 
will be as great oposer of truth as ever apeard amongst 
frds, it may be thee wilt looke upon me two rash in my 
judgment if so I cannot help it, it is my sencre belife. 

And further my dear frds, it is well known unto thee that 
many of our ffrds in England, had hard thougts of thee & 
we, because of our removal from that to this cuntry and I 
doe not thinke but they had som cause, for here cam som 
peopel that had not a right end in their removals som for 
fere of persecution some that were discontented with their 
brethren where they were, and others that promised to 
themselves to be great in the world I belive all these meet 
with great disapointments & som of them cam back unto 
England, others of you did send very bad reports, both of 
the cuntry & ffrds, for they were not contented with ffrds 
here, no more than they were in their native Land, & so 
when som ffrds in England heard & perceved these things, 
some were redy to conclud that they had not mist in their 
first thoughts of us, but for all this I know here is many 
hundreds that cam here in the integrety of their harts & 
in a true sence of what they did, and never to this day had 
cause to repent nor repin, though they were very hard put 
to in the outward, & not oneley so, thorow the great good- 
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nes of the Lord our god have keept our places in the truth 
hitherto, blesed be his worthy nam sayth my soul. 

Now my ffrd this I doe understand, by the two epistles that 
is send to us from the two wekes meeting in London, that 
they have great jelousy that we have not keept our places, 
but have been two hasty in judging Gt : K : & others, which 
I belive is a great mistake in you all, for I am sure he have 
had full gosbel order, but it is true if you will belive him, 
it is not much that you mae have hard thoughts of us, for I 
shall tell thee plaenly that the sprit that G : K : is of is not 
oneley a tering devouring sprit but a cursed leing sprit also 
and this trubles me greatly if you our brethren in London 
doth decern w? spirit this man is of having seen som of its 
fruts for if you doe desern it why doe you then belive it & 
if against your brethren, whom I know is faithfull & have 
been to their places, though I belive som of you thinkes 
otherwise but unto him y* knows y 8 hearts of all we shall 
willingly apeal, And further my frd I shall tell thee, y* it 
is those peopele y* I hinted before y* were never right 
neither in England nor here & hath caused bad reports 
both of y e cuntry & ffrds & caused also two many ffrds in 
som parts of England to loge hard thought of most of us if 
not all it is y m y 4 hath joyned with this unruly man, I doe 
very well know y* som of our ffrds in some places in Eng- 
land but more esbesialy in London had not very good 
thoughts of us in this cuntry befor they heard of this sep- 
eration some exberense I have had of it when I was in 
London, and I believe this biance being upon som befor 
hand, makes you to have more iealousie of us then they 
ought to have, therefor I would to god y 4 you did rightly 
understand w* we are, & then I know you would not bear so 
hard upon us, I desir thee to speake with our ffaithfull & 
worthy ffrds To : W & James P. & see their judgment about 
us, I hop you cannot but belive [illegible] of y* great power 
of god y* is upon you, I would not have thee to thinke y' I 
or any of us, are ofended with our brethren at London no 
god knows our hearts, you are near & dear unto us, but 
this I must tell thee y* your great iealousie of us have aded 
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to our exercise, & further I must tell thee y* faithfull frds in 
other parts of England is not of your minds they have not 
good thoughts of GK they doe not nor cannot call him 
their frd & brother & they doe not loge hard thoughts of us, 
& beside our ffrds in barbados Virginia Maryland est & west 
iersy long & road Island have given their judgment against 
G K & his spirit & som eminent ffrds from all these parts 
cam here to visit ffrds & all of you did hear their testimony 
against G K & his spirit & not oneley so but all of you did 
hear their testimoney also of their great unity with ffrds & 
y* y* power & presence of god was richly manyfested amongst 
us to their great ioy & satisfaction, but G:K: runs out 
against you as bad as he did against us & so he doth against 
our worthy ffrds Tho. W. & S : D : & will doe so against you 
if you dare be plaen with him as I believe you must for I 
understand of som ffrds in England y' hath writ unto him 
of late to blam him for w* he did & he renders you as bad 
as he doth us, he also takes great advantage y* G "W" and 
other ffrds ar in unity with him & truly it is much to me 
how can any sensible man y* have seen his bookes & y e ten- 
dancey of y m & also understands of his seperation & sever 
tretments to ffrds can call him their ffrd & brother for y* is 
very plaen (as he himselfe afirms it) it signifies their unity 
with him. I know this hath strengthned his hands & soe 
bringst mor truble upon us who have judged & disowned 
him which I know all y 6 faithfull amongst you will be 
forced to doe as we did at last for he is a man y* is gon 
from truth doe you thinke of him w' you will but at Last 
you will find it so my dear frd there another thing y* trubles 
me very much y* is in one of y" two epistles y* cam from y e two 
weekes meeting in London, if I doe not mistake they writ 
as if y* difrence or falling out was between y" two scolars 
& all y e rest but parties of both sids, if you judge so I tell 
thee you judge hard of all, and you are in a great mistake 
for I know to the contrary for Tho LI : was not eoncernd 
a long time after he broke out & I know he did endevour 
to prswayd both frds & to gain upon him as much as any 
man amongst us, and for a long tim y" difrence did not at all 
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apear between Tho LI and he, but at Last when he could 
not be pervaild upon but he rund frds down at strainst rate 
becaus they refusd to subscribe his creed with many other 
things of his [illegible'] which frds could not joyn withall, it 
is true Tho LI. was forcd to apear, but as soon as he apeard 
though very meeke Loving & tender he began to be mor 
eger at him then any, for he thought if he could but run 
him down he could deal well inufe with the rest, and after 
this it is true Tho was forced to stand in y e front, being beter 
quarif [torn] amongst us, this I do believe y* ther is not a man 
amongst us y* can truley lay to his charg not as much as a 
hasty word or unsavry word in all y" discours y* he had with 
him from first to Last but always cald him his ffrd G K but 
I have heard many a time G K abusing him calling him a 
pope a hyppocrit an impudent man with abundance of such 
unsavrey exbressions, and as concerning y e judgment y* y e 
28 passed upon him if we did miss at all we did it becaus we 
had not pas it y e sooner, for he was so busey traveling 
abroad indevouring to get a party to himselfe and per- 
swaiding y° people y* y e most of these 28 with many mor 
were for him & in one place he was afirming y* he had hun- 
dred for one & this did pervail much upon many simpil 
hart having good thoughts of ffrds & mor esbesialy of y° 
most part of y e 28 but after y e judgment was given fourth 
got but few proselits & truley y e judgment of those of 
other parts caused many to leve him and to give larg testi- 
money [torn] spirit and if ffrds in London had don so it had 
been of mor service for truth in these parts then endevour- 
ing recconsilation being y e thing has gou so far as it is, 
for w' signifies if we did writ to y m to be reconsild with y* 
spirit of S : "W : & J : S : would not they looke upon us very 
simple and unwise, & how doe they think y* ffrds can be 
reconsild with this spirit which is altogether as bad as was 
theirs & as hard or harder to be pervaild upon it mae be 
they can hardly bel [torn] this but if ever he comes amongst 
you I queston not but they shall have two deep exberience 
of it so my dear ffrd I thought it my place & my duty to 
writ these things unto thee being one y* had real love for 
Vol. xviii. — 14 
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thee since y° first time y* I ever was aquainted with thy 
nam, much mor since I have had a little aquaintance with 
thee I can truley say y' many hath ben my prayers & sub- 
lications yea & my ters also unto y° Lord in thy behalfe y* 
he might hear up thy head over all thy treials & exercise 
both within & without to y 6 honour and prayes of his eternal 
everlasting nam & to y e joy & comfort of thy own soul & y 8 
souls of all y m y* loves y e truth, 

thy ffrd in y" truth 

H R — 

I can truly say y* I doe not know of any outward thing 
y* is so desirable unto me then thy company here, if thou 
be y* sam man as thou wast but if thou be w' G K afirms 
thee to be I with many mor are of a contrary mind. 



